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Our planet as our source of life provides us with food, water, oxygen, and precious resources. In addition, with its
unique beauty, it offers fascinating places where not only outdoor sports enthusiasts and nature lovers can
recharge their batteries and enjoy life. For us, the focus is on conserving natural resources and helping to avoid
sawing off the branch we are all sitting on by acting responsibly daily.

Our vision is to preserve what we love, so that future generations can also live in an intact environment. On this
basis we expect from our business partners to make progressive improvement in environmental performance in
their own operations and require the same of their partners, suppliers, and subcontractors. This includes
integrating principles of sustainability into business decisions; responsible use of natural resources; adoption of
cleaner production and pollution prevention measures; and designing and developing products, materials, and
technologies according to the principles of sustainability.

Protection of the environment and compliance with social standards has become vital not only for the Outdoor
Industry, but the whole Textile Industry with all parts of its supply chain. We are responsible for our products and
must not only satisfy the legal safety requirements and safety values for harmful substances, but also want to
actively reduce their impact on a global level. Our aim therefore is to perform better than the legal minimum. We
intend to create more transparency in our production processes and want to support and empower our partners
and their supply chains to pursue that goal by introducing a range of helpful tools. By creating a uniform,
obligatory standard (RSL, MRSL), we also aim at helping our suppliers to perform better. Sustainability aspects
and performance of production sites, materials and products have and will have significant influence in deuter's
business decisions today and in the future.

This document is specifically geared toward the needs of deuter’s supply chain, including raw material & chemical
suppliers, mills, dye houses, trim & packaging suppliers, screen-printers, factories, and any other entity involved
in the manufacturing of our finished goods. In addition to the Promise Policy, it is intended to be guideline as well
as training document for a successful implementation of a management system handling the deuter guidelines
and standards.

This guideline and its compliance are a commitment between deuter and all suppliers contributing to our products
with parts or downstream processes. We want to improve product quality and safety and reduce the release of
harmful substances into the environment or to the customer. We also want to draw your attention to the point,
that you will be liable for damages, in fact your information given to deuter is not correct or incompliant with
deuter’s standards.

It is a living document and will be updated regularly to keep up with future developments and to consider feedback
we will receive from our business partners and other stakeholders.
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1. CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT

Based on transparency and collaboration, we accept the challenge to build a safer and more sustainable chemical
management within our supply chain. Our target is to minimize the use of hazardous chemicals. Where this is
not possible, the use as well as the disposal must be organized according to the best available technologies and
standards.

This chapter introduces the deuter RSL (Restricted Substance List) based on the bluesign bssl bluesign® and the
MRSL (Manufacturing Restricted Substance List) from Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC) to our
supply chain. It also provides critical information on how to avoid the discharge of hazardous chemicals via
industrial wastewaters and on how to install and manage a chemical inventory and chemical processes in your
company. Notable additions to this document are several appendices and links to documents from bluesign®, Zero
Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC), The Apparel and Footwear International RSL Management (AFIRM)
and Resource Efficient Management of Chemicals (REMC). These documents contain useful templates and tools
for an effective risk assessment as well as workable management system information. The aim is that all our
suppliers and subcontractors use this toolkit to establish an effective chemical management system and become
aware of their influence as part of the whole production process. We oblige suppliers to act accordingly to it and
confirm this annually as their standard. It is a binding requirement for doing business with deuter.

1.1 WHAT IS CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT?

111 DEFINITION OF “RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES"

Restricted Substances are chemicals and other materials whose use and/or presence has been banned or
otherwise restricted by deuter RSL and/or legislation. A restricted substance must be absent from a finished
product or present only in limited concentrations. Also, substances which may be used during production, could
be restricted by deuter and/or legislation. Restricted substances may be restricted across many industries,
across one industry, or in certain products or inputs.

Video- Understanding Restricted Substances

11.2 WHY SUBSTANCES ARE RESTRICTED

Substances are restricted for many reasons. Some substances are restricted due to environmental concerns,
while others are restricted due to health and safety concerns for workers or consumers. Most restricted
substances are also restricted by legislation. Substances are restricted in different ways. As noted above, some
substances are banned from use during the manufacturing process or banned from finished products entirely.
Others might be banned, if they are present above certain concentration limits or if they leach a certain amount
of a finished product under predefined conditions. In each case, a substance restriction is usually accompanied
by a test method, that companies can use to verify if a chemical is present and, if so, to ensure the chemical is
below the defined restricted level.


http://chemicals.cita.org.hk/mod/mediagallery/cita_video_item.php?g=2%20&%20video_id=10033
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1.1.3 PURPOSE OF A RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES LIST (RSL) AND MANUFACTURING RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES LIST
(MRSL) & WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO SUPPLIERS

The purpose of a Restricted Substances List (RSL) and Manufacturing Restricted Substance List (MRSL) is to
reduce the use of hazardous substances in the textile and apparel supply chain. Both lists clearly set forth for
suppliers those chemicals that are restricted. Companies publish RSLs and MRSLs to ensure that suppliers and
their subcontractors - as well as internal corporate employees - are aware of and can follow corporate restricted
substance requirements. deuter requires that all suppliers comply with the given RSL and MRSL.

Products that do not comply with deuter’s RSL are not acceptable. Suppliers need to understand the purpose of
the RSL and are recommended to develop their own programs to assure that they comply with RSL requirements.
The MRSL has the aim to improve the whole supply chain and goes one step further than the RSL.

1.1.4  THREE MAIN COLUMNS TO ELIMINATE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES FROM THE SUPPLY CHAIN
1| REACH
deuter is a European Brand and company. Making sure that our products are free from restricted substances,
which are listed on the ECHA candidate list from regulation EC No. 1907/2006 (REACH), is a legal requirement and
beyond all questions.
As supplier for a European company, all deuter 1st tier suppliers must be aware of regulation EC No. 1907/2006
(REACH). The supplier must ensure that he is aware of the latest ECHA candidate list. We are requiring you to
inform us immediately with each publication of an updated or expanded Candidate List about the existence of one
or more candidate substances in the articles supplied to us.

Further information & guidance:
« ECHA - REACH

2|RSL

Making our products safer for our consumer and reducing harmful substances must be achieved through
compliance to the deuter Restricted Substances List (RSL).

deuter's RSL is based on the independent bluesign® Restricted Substance List (RSL). The deuter Restricted
Substance List (RSL) is a commitment between deuter and our 1st tier suppliers to improve product quality and
safety and to avoid the release of harmful substances into the environment or for the customer. This RSL assists
and guides deuter and our supply chain to reduce harmful environmental impacts and provides us with a common
base for testing products. The RSL specifies the limits for chemical substances in deuter goods and defines usage
bans for hazardous chemical substances. Producing according to the standard of the deuter RSL, is a binding
requirement for doing business with deuter. The RSL will be updated regularly and provided by deuter.

Please see the attached deuter RSL.
Video - Understanding & Interpreting Restricted Substance List

Video - Best Practices for RSL Compliance



https://echa.europa.eu/de/support/getting-started/enquiry-on-reach-and-clp
http://chemicals.cita.org.hk/mod/mediagallery/cita_video_item.php?g=2%20&%20video_id=10040
http://chemicals.cita.org.hk/mod/mediagallery/cita_video_item.php?g=2%20&%20video_id=10035
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3 | MRSL & CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT

Reducing harmful impacts during production can be achieved through compliance to the ZDHC Manufacturing
Restricted Substance List (MRSL) and implementation of a chemical management system throughout.

In comparison to the RSL, which bans harmful substances restricted in materials and finished goods, the
Manufacturing Restricted Substances List (MRSL) addresses hazardous substances which are potentially used
and discharged into the environment during manufacturing and related processes. A typical RSL sets
concentration limits for substances in materials or finished products to comply with product regulation and safety
standards. The MRSL establishes concentration limits for substances in chemical formulations used within
manufacturing facilities. deuter follows the Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals Program (ZDHC) MRSL which
provides many tools to manage and improve the input and output from manufacturing processes and companies.
The MRSL is a list of chemical substances banned from intentional use in upstream facilities. the mentioned
substances could occur in solvents, cleaners, adhesives, paints, inks, detergents, dyes, colorants, auxiliaries,
coatings and finishing agents used during all production steps. The MRSL establishes acceptable concentration
limits for substances in chemical formulations used within manufacturing facilities. MRSL limits are designed to
eliminate the possibility of intentional use of listed substances beyond the given limits. The aim is, that there is no
use of MRSL-listed substances in processes while producing goods for deuter Products. All 1st tier suppliers from
deuter must check and commit their own suppliers to the ZDHC MRSL. Together with deuter they have the duty to
manage an inventory of their supply chain. The MRSL will be updated regularly and provided by deuter.

Further information & guidance:
« ZDHC MRSL



https://mrsl.roadmaptozero.com/
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5c4065f2d6b53e08a1b03de7/5db6e80bc215cc48abfc39d5_MRSL_Conformance_Guidance_022019.pdf













































































































